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Feedback on the First Cluster Meeting 
of 

St Anthony’s, St Francis Xavier’s, St Mary of the Angels and  

Our Lady and St Bernadette 

 

It was agreed that the meeting was productive. Parishioners forged links across 

the Cluster. Approximately sixty parishioners took part.  

Some parishes were represented in greater numbers than others. The 

consensus produced was useful, but provided just a ‘snap shot’ of the Cluster’s 

experience, since parts of our community, particularly the Youth, Young People 

and Young Families, were less well represented. Also, those organisations 

represented on the night had a voice which those groups not represented did 

not. Given people’s commitments, different ways to hear those voices should 

be explored.  

Those present engaged fully and the atmosphere was hopeful. There was 

growing awareness of the strengths and areas for growth of each parish, and 

that not all ministries/groups were currently offered by each parish.  

The following points emerged:  

 

What Works Well 

 

Liturgy 

Perceived strengths of the Cluster were: Availability of priests, Children’s 

Liturgy, All Day Reconciliation Initiatives, Sacramental Preparation, Visitation of 

the Sick, Music Ministries, RCIA, Training of the Lay (Eucharistic Ministers and 

Readers), School Liturgies, the success of Mission Weeks.  

In large group feedback there was gratitude for the ministry of our priests, 

awareness of the good work going on in our schools, a sense of how well major 

liturgies are celebrated (Confirmations) and praise for a strong RCIA group. 

There was a felt need for more (and reinstated) training for the Lay.  
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Consensus was strongest around:  

All Day Reconciliation  

Preparation for the Sacraments  

RCIA 

 

Community 

Perceived Strengths: Fund raising, School Events and Links, Joint Marriage 

Preparation, Tots and Toddlers, Lunch Club, Walking Group, Social Events for 

all ages, Pilgrimages, Youth Group, Retreats. 

In feedback to the large group, parishioners spoke of every group being 

needed, the growing strength of our Marriage Preparation, strong links 

between schools and fundraisers and how well the Tots and Toddlers group 

had been established and the positive effect it was having on families.  

 

Consensus was reached that the Cluster was strong in:  

Social Functions/Lunch Club 

Tots and Toddlers 

Youth Group 

Parish Pilgrimages and Retreats also received a number of group votes.  

 

 

Service 

Saint Vincent de Paul, Bereavement Ministry, Joint Pastoral Council, Sick Visits, 

Pope Francis Faith Award, and the Catenians were all highlighted. Visitation of 

the Sick, the Pope Francis Faith Award and Training for Lay Ministry were 

spoken of too.  

Votes were balanced across several areas of service offered.  
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Consensus was reached on:   

SVP 

Bereavement Ministry 

Joint Pastoral Council 

 

 

Single Parish Provision 

 

The general consensus was that there is very little which could not be shared 

across all areas by all four parishes in the Cluster. Indeed there was a sense 

that, having experienced working as a Cluster now, such sharing/cross 

pollination benefits everyone. There was a plea for the lay to recognise how 

quickly things were changing and that we cannot rely on particular provision 

for any parish, including Masses, the Sacraments or other liturgies. A sense 

began to arise that the lay were able to provide much of what was needed in 

order to maintain our faith communities. However there was awareness too 

that the People of God would need to travel/make other accommodations in 

the future. Accordingly, our discussion did not highlight any area which needed 

to be provided by one parish only.  

 

Perceived Needs of each parish, across the Cluster, moving forward:  

Sunday Mass (the potential loss of daily Mass was a great regret) 

Lay-led devotions/liturgies 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Sacramental Preparation 

Children’s Liturgy 

Funerals 

Prayer Groups 
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Suggestions which came forward:   

Liturgy of the Word/Communion services were seen as a way to maintain the 

spirituality of the parish between Sunday Masses.  

More lay-led devotions were thought possible and necessary  

Lay Training arose as a key need 

The need for a deeper vocations focus in families and parishes 

Sharing of resources/liturgies 

Rotation of priests for reconciliation 

Sharing of retreats and Holy Hours 

Links between the parishes for youth and young adults 

 

Community 

There was a keen sense that community initiatives should be lay led. 

Discussion highlighted current strengths in the Children’s Liturgy Groups with 

their links to parents, the Youth Group at St FX, school events, maintenance 

work e.g. gardening. Our Lady and St Bernadette have a World Day of Prayer.  

Most important were thought to be:  

Local community projects 

Ecumenical Initiatives (with an awareness of this area needing to grow) 

Social Events 

 

Service 

 

Counting of offertory collections, church cleaning, maintenance work, the 

Bereavement Group, transporting parishioners to Mass, parish initiatives for 

foodbank, fundraising – these were all seen as strengths. The Joint Pastoral 

Council was recognised as working well in terms of allowing each parish to be 

represented.  
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Strongest consensus was reached on: 

Visitation of the Sick and Housebound 

Lunch Club for the Elderly at St FX  

SVP 

The SVP was thought to be very important, though there was an awareness 

that very few parishioners are actively involved.  

 

The next Cluster Meeting’s focus is Fabric and Finance – (Sharing Physical 

Resources and Funding the Future). The meeting is on August 26th at 7pm in St 

FX hall.  


