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“Fan into flame the gift of God...” 2 Tim 1: 6-7



T H E  G O S P E L

Matthew 13: 1-23

Gospel Matthew 13: 1-23
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that
he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many
things in parables. He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell
on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock
where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth;
but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered
away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich
soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who
has ears!’
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’
‘Because’ he replied, ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they
are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than
enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I talk
to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or
understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:

'You will listen and listen again, but not understand,
see and see again, but not perceive.

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse,
their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes,

for fear they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,

understand with their heart,
and be converted

and be healed by me.'

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly,
many prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you
hear, and never heard it. You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what
was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one
who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once
with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution
on account of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the
word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man
who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now
a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.' 

____________________
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Starting Out 

What word or phrase strikes you most in the Gospel? 

Why do you think that particular word is echoing in you
at this time? 

Is there an insight the Holy Spirit is trying to share with
you? 

Is God making you aware of some definite step you
could take or begin, in His name?  

Context:

Jesus’ parable of the sower is aimed at everyone. He wants us
to know there are different ways of hearing God’s word; with
an open or closed mind, with or without spiritual depth; with
or without intending to put into practice what really matters. 

He wants us to be willing to really listen and to learn.

 
   

 



Ready to go deeper

 1. The Sower is a well known parable of Jesus. What is resonating for
you today that's new? What are you understanding more deeply?

 
2. How does this gospel help us as people who want to share the Good

News?  Can you think of an example from your own experience-
something you might do differently, or something that might bless

another?   
  

3.  What strength do you think God wants you personally to take  from
this Gospel?  

4. Is there some definite action He is calling you to?  

Context:

 We are all sowers of the gospel. As proclaimers of the Word, it helps
us to understand people's spiritual condition, their readiness to hear
the words of Jesus. Seeds will grow differently depending on the soil

they are planted in. But to plant the right seed, it helps us to have
knowledge of the Word itself, and to know when to plant. 

   

 


