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“Fan into flame the gift of God...” 2 Tim 1: 6-7



T H E  G O S P E L

Matthew 14: 13-21

  When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he
withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they could be by

themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns,
went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large

crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick.  
When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is
a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so send the people
away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some

food.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them

something to eat yourselves.’ 
But they answered ‘All we have with us is five loaves and two

fish.’ 
‘Bring them here to me’ he said. He gave orders that the people
were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves and

the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And
breaking the loaves handed them to his disciples who gave them

to the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, and they
collected the scraps remaining; twelve baskets full. Those who

ate numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women
and children. 
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Starting Out 
What word or phrase is standing out to you in the

scripture? 

What message might God want to see you live out in
your life ? 

What would our community be like if there was such a
feeling of abundance for everyone? 

Is God revealing to you some commitment or action
you could take in His name?  

Context:

This gospel miracle reminds us of the feeding of the Israelites
in the desert. God's provision has always been there for us.

Jesus is saying that in Him there is not just enough for all but
abundance - twelve baskets left over (one for each tribe) - an

infinite amount of love and goodness.  
 

 
   

 



Ready to go deeper

 1.  What word or phrase struck you hearing the gospel? 
 

2. How does this gospel strengthen our understanding of being fed by
Christ? 

  
3.  What new awareness do you think the Holy Spirit wants you personally to

have?  

4. Is there some specific action God is calling you to?  

Context:

Like Jesus’ healing miracles, his feeding of the five thousand
shows his compassion for us and his understanding of our
needs. Like the healings, this miracle also demonstrates the
presence of the kingdom of God. It echoes the story of God
providing manna for the children of Israel as they journeyed

through the wilderness (Exod. 16:1-36). 

  
   

 


