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At the parish of St. Francis Xavier’s, 
 we are a joyful, inclusive community on fire with the love of God, each growing in our personal relationship  with Christ.   

As His missionary disciples, 
inspired by His Holy Spirit  and nourished by our worship,  we use our talents freely to serve others  

 and take the life-changing message of the Gospel into the world. 
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Top stories in this newsletter 

View from the Sanctuary 
 Hello everyone, I am sure you were all delighted to hear the news that from the 15th July we will be 
 able to resume public celebration of The Mass. However, it is important to note that in order for us to 
 do so we must follow all the appropriate guidelines and safety precautions.  Initially the 
 numbers  allowed to attend will be a maximum of 50 people.  The obligation to attend Mass on a 
 Sunday is still suspended, although we encourage you to continue watching online. Please read the 
 information below very carefully.  

I also wish to thank all those who helped run our School uniform recycling project. We had a fantastic response and 
the leftover items have been passed on to another recycling project.  
 
 

Reopening our churches 
 Thank you to the teams working so hard to keep our churches open for prayer, welcoming people 
 and cleaning the space and keeping everyone safe.  We will need far more volunteers (at least 4 
 per Mass) to allow us to safely begin Public Mass. Anyone over the age of 16 and in good health 
 can volunteer.  If you would like to volunteer to be part of our new Welcoming / Cleaning Ministry 

please see the link below for more information.  https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/covid-19/  
 
Public Mass will resume on Wednesday 15th July at St Anthony’s and Thursday 16th at St Francis Xavier’s  
Revised opening times for private prayer will be issued soon. Mass will be the main priority.  
 
When coming to Mass you must follow the guidelines below:  
 
You must be booked to attend Mass— It is a legal requirement that we have your contact details.  
When entering the church, you must wear a face mask or a face covering such as a scarf. (Your nose & mouth 
 should be  securely covered).  
• Once inside the church you must use the Hand Sanitizer provided. 
• A steward will lead you to your allocated seat. (We kindly ask that you do not use the kneeler). 
• Please follow the one-way system i.e. enter your seat via the central aisle and leave using the side aisles. The one – 
 way system is clearly signposted.  
• At the end of Mass, the stewards will lead you to the exit. Please remain seated until you are invited to leave.  
• Before leaving the church building you must once again use the hand sanitizer. 
• Once you have left the church building please maintain social distancing.  
 
To allow everyone an opportunity to attend Mass we ask you to book responsibly. If you can come to Mass during the 
week, please come then and leave the weekend Masses for those who are working etc. It would not be fair for one 
person to be at Mass everyday and someone else not have the chance.  We will begin with a booking system for every 
Mass but this may be relaxed in due course.  The parish will reserve the right to restrict the number of Masses people 
attend.  
 
To book a place at Mass we ask you to please use the following link.  
https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/booking/  
 
A very limited number of places can be booked by phoning either the parish office or St Anthony’s. 
Please only use this method if you do not have internet access.       
    
 
And finally, please appreciate that this situation challenging for everyone. I was not trained to deal with all things we 
are now having to do as a church. Despite the many hours that have gone into planning and preparation there will be 
things that don’t work or run as smoothly as we would like. The same goes for our volunteers. Please be patient and 
understanding as we begin to gather once more as a Joyful, inclusive community…..growing in our personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.        
   
   

https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/covid-19/
https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/booking/


Phone Ministry 
 Our team of volunteers are regularly calling a large umber of our senior parishioners. if you know 
 of anyone who is missing out  on getting a phone call then please let us know so that they can be 
 added to our list. Likewise, if you know someone who cant access the newsletter online, please let 
 us know so that we can send out a copy in the post.   
 
  

 

Weekly Schedule 

  Mass will be celebrated every day at 10:00 am  

 Rosary & Benediction on Monday at 7:00 pm 

 Divine Mercy will be recited on Tuesdays after Mass 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help & Benediction on Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

             Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Fridays after Mass until  12:00 noon          
 
 
Pope Francis  

 Pope Francis on Wednesday urged Christians to discover the face of Jesus in the migrants, 
 refugees and the displaced who are forced to flee because of the many injustices that still afflict 
 our world today. Celebrating a Mass in the Vatican’s Casa Santa Marta chapel, to commemorate 
 the 7

th
 anniversary of his visit to the migrants in the Italian island of Lampedusa, the Pope recalled 

 the words of Jesus - “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for 
 me”.  He said this warning, for better or for worse, is a burning issue today.  

During the visit, he threw a floral wreath in the sea in memory of some 20,000 migrants who died while trying to cross 
the Mediterranean.  He briefly met and spoke to some young African migrants before celebrating an open-air Mass. 
The visit is highly symbolic of the pontificate of Pope Francis, who wants the Church to be an inclusive one that goes 
forth to the peripheries, to include all, leaving no one out. This is part of our parish vison too – That we may be “ A 
joyful, inclusive community”.  
 
Anniversaries  

 Anthony Boyle, Peter McGleave, James Apink, Bill MCGuffie, Neil Crombie, Henry White, Jean 
 McKenna, Sandy Bell, Wanda Wotoch, May Harvey, Dorothy Marshall, Herbert Cullen, Theodore 
 Kosoris, Barbara McGuire, John Gilllies, Timi MCBride, Hugh Lndsay, Hugh O’Connor, George 
 Walsh, James Sommerville, Petr McCluskey, Modestino Cifelli, Edward Harkins, Mary McKenna, 
 Joan Murray, Anthony Hanlon Smith, Charles Sheils, Mary Wylie, Thomas Gorman, George 
Devline,  Annie Harress, Flora Dennis, Kathleen Byrne, Margaret McFadden, Jeannie Scobbie.  

 
The Gift  

 Thanks to all those who have signed up to the course on the Holy Spirit called the Gift, which starts 
 Wednesday 22nd July at 7:00pm. This course has been produced by Café - Catholic Adult Faith 
 exploration.  The series was chosen because it is aimed at people of all ages to help them 
 encounter  the Holy Spirit, who empowers  us to share our faith.  Even if you’ve not taken part in this 
 kind of  teaching before, we think you’ll find the teachings relaxed, personal and informative. They 
 are rooted  in the Bible,  the Catechism, Evangelii Gaudium and reflections on the Holy Spirit from 

 Pope Francis. Why not view the trailer at https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/the-gift-a-life-in-the-spirit-course/ ? And if 
you’d like some help using Zoom to get started, please get in touch so that we can help you before the course starts.   
 
 
Finance 

                                                   
 The archdiocese has set up an online giving platform to allow those who are able to continue to 
 give  financial support to their parish and also other causes.  The link below will take you the 
 diocesan  donations page where you can donate to a specific parish or a cause such as      
 Communication, SCIAF or the Aged & Infirm clergy fund.   

             https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2   
 
 
 
                                        
   
Parish Database       

             
                                                   
 As we continue our preparations to begin public Mass it is important that we have an accurate 
 database of the parish community.  
 If you have not already done so, could you please make sure that everyone in your household   
 is registered on the parish database?  https://www.falkirkcatholics.org/connect/  
  

 
     
 
 

The Parish of St Francis Xavier’s 

office@falkirkcatholcis.org 

Chapel House 

Hope Street Falkirk FK1 5AT     (01324) 623567  
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