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“Fan into flame the gift of God...” 2 Tim 1: 6-7



T H E  G O S P E L

Matthew 18:15-20

 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your two

selves. 
If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. 

If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: the
evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain any

charge. 
But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the community; and
if he refuses to listen to the community, treat him like a pagan or

a tax collector.  
‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be

considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall
be considered loosed in heaven.  

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask
anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with

them.’

Scripture readings are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday. 
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Starting Out 
Context:

Often we struggle with forgiveness, and with finding ways to heal hurts
and wounds in the Body of Christ. Here Jesus shows us clearly how to

proceed as Christians and as communities seeking to be transformed. 

What word or phrase is the Holy Spirit drawing you to? 

Does that word or phrase echo with your experience in some
way? 

What does this teaching of Jesus tell us about how to bring
healing to our relationships? 

Is the Holy Spirit bringing you to awareness of some healing
action you could take? 

 
   

 



Ready to go deeper

Context:

In the Gospel we are asked by Jesus to consider the
most healing way of correcting one another when we

have missed the mark. 
Forgiveness, healing, and living with the

consequences of not forgiving cut to the very heart 
of our Christian life. 

 1.  What word or phrase are you being drawn to
by the Spirit? 

 
2. How does that word reflect your own life

challenges today? 

3. Is this teaching reflected well in our
community? What would the impact be if we

lived it more fully?   

4. Is God prompting you to some specific
personal choice God through this gospel? 

  
   

 


