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“Fan into flame the gift of God...” 2 Tim 1: 6-7



T H E  G O S P E L

Matthew 21:28-32

 
 Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is
your opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the first,
“My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I
will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. The man
then went and said the same thing to the second who answered,
“Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two did the father’s

will?’ ‘The first,’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly,
tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the

kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a pattern of
true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet the tax

collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused
to think better of it and believe in him.’

Scripture readings are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday. 
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Starting Out 
Context:

Today our gospel sets out two opposing possibilities - doing
God's will, and choosing not to. Jesus, in the Garden of

Gethsemane, showed that he had only one focus for his life - to
do the will of the Father.   

What word or phrase are you being drawn to by the Spirit? 

Does that word or phrase link in some way to a challenge you
are facing regarding God's will right now? 

Does this gospel tell you something new today about choosing
God's will over our own? 

Is the Holy Spirit showing you a possible place of growth in
your spiritual life? 

 
   

 



Ready to go deeper
Context:

Our gospel describes two sons, each asked to do
something by the Father. Each has a change of

heart. Jesus shows he understands that our free
will is often not a black and white choice, but
has 'shades of grey'.  His example of emptying

himself out inspires us.

 1.  What word or phrase are you being drawn to
by the Spirit? 

 
2. Jesus mirrors our own experience to us. How
does this gospel resonate with your life today?  

3. God does not force us to do His will. What
helps us to make the right moral choice?  

4. Is God prompting you to reconsider a personal
decision through this gospel? 

  
   

 


