
Let’s start with our 

Prayer.





Sunday, June 6th 2021

Mark 14:12-16, 

22-26



Gospel, Mark 14:12-16; 22-26
12 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when the 
Passover lamb was sacrificed, his disciples said to Jesus, “Where do 
you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” 13 So he sent two of his disciples saying to them, “Go into 
the city and you will meet a man, carrying a jar of water. Follow him, 
14 and say to the owner of the house which he enters, ‘The Master 
says, “Where is my dining room in which I can eat the Passover with 
my disciples?”‘ 15 Then he will show you a large upper room furnished 
with couches, all prepared. Make the preparations for us there.” 
16 The disciples set out and went to the city and found everything as 
he had told them; and  prepared the Passover.
22 As they were eating, he took some bread, and when he had said 
the blessing he broke it and gave it to them.  “Take it,’ he said ‘this 
is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, when he returned thanks, he 
gave it to them, and all drank from it, 24 and he said to them, “This 
is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be poured out for 
many. 25 I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more wine until the 
day I drink the new wine in the kingdom of God.”
26After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives.

The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ







The Mass can, also, be called The 
Eucharist. This Greek word, Eucharist, 
Eucharist, means “thanksgiving”. The 
Eucharist lies at the heart of the Christian 
community and, during the pandemic, we 
have seen the effect of denying the 
Eucharist to the vast majority of 
Christians. 





“Go into the city…” –
this instruction by Jesus 
to his disciples suggests 
they are outside of 
Jerusalem, probably 
Bethany, where Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus 
stayed.

Like many Jewish 
people, Jesus and the 
disciples wanted to 
celebrate Passover in 
Jerusalem. What is so 
unusual about a man 
carrying water?



Water collecting was 
normally done by women or 
children, so a man carrying 
water would be easily seen.

This answer has led to some 
discussions over the years about whether it 
is pre-arranged or an example of Jesus’ 
divine fore-knowledge – “…you will meet a 
man, carrying a jar of water.” Does this 
mean you will happen to see someone or is 
it a meeting has been set up? Most see it 
as an example of Jesus’ divinity.



People in Jerusalem 
were used to 
accommodating more 
people at times of 
feasts and festivals. 
So the question of this 
event being pre-
arranged is raised 
again by the question 
which the disciples 
were to ask. What 
was it?

“Where is my dining 
room in which I can 
eat the Passover?”



The upper room would 
seem to be quite well 
furnished, with 
couches – this 
suggests a certain 
amount of prosperity, 
a rich benefactor?



Is this the same 
upper room   
mentioned in the 

post-resurrection stories?



What does Jesus 
do in v23?

Jesus takes a cup of wine, 
says a blessing and passes 
the cup round from which 
all present drink. Though 
blessings are common in 
the Seder meal, sharing is 
not.



Later we will look in 
more detail at how 
Jesus changed the 
focus of the major 
symbols of the Seder.



v26 is a direct 
reference back to 
the Seder meal, 
which Jesus and his 
disciples are carrying 
out. The Seder meal 
concludes with singing 
of psalms, Psalm 
113-118 are called 
the Full Hallel. 





“Do this in memory of 
me” – Jesus changes the 
focus of the bread and 
wine used in the Seder, 

away from the 
Exodus to his own 
personal sacrifice.

The language of all the 
Eucharistic prayers 
seems so similar to 
Jewish liturgy, the 
focus, however, is on 
Jesus, the sacrificial 
lamb. Ultimately, 
culminating in the 
Communion Rite of the 
Mass with the Lamb of 
God. 















Unfortunately, some 
people see Communion 
as a very private, 
personal act, 
attendance even,
rather than 
taking the words 
of the Priest out 
into the Parish.

Others come late to 
Mass and leave early, 
after Communion, and 

miss out on the 
instruction to “Go 
the Mass is 
ended.”, taking 
the message with 
them.

Every Mass, and today’s Feast in particular, 
is a celebration of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, his sacrifice to show how much God 
love us. It is, also, a celebration of the 
Body of Christ, that living body of which we 
are part.






