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Gospel, Mark 7:31-37

38 John said to him, 'Master, we saw someone who is 
not one of us driving out devils in your name, and 
because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.' 
39 But Jesus said, 'You must not stop him; no one who 
works a miracle in my name could soon afterwards 
speak evil of me. 40 Anyone who is not against us is for 
us. 41 'If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ, then in truth I tell you, 
he will most certainly not lose his reward. 42 'But 
anyone who is the downfall of one of these little ones 
who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea 
with a great millstone hung round his neck. 43 And if 
your hand should be your downfall, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have 
two hands and go to hell, into the fire that can never 
be put out. 



Gospel, Mark 7:31-37

45 And if your foot should be your downfall, cut it off; 
it is better for you enter into life lame, than to have 
two feet and be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye 
should be your downfall, tear it out; it is better for 
you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell 
48 where their worm will never die nor their fire be 
put out.

The Gospel of The Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ







What does Jesus add in 
v40/41?

This links directly with the 
first reading - centuries 
earlier, when Moses 
appointed seventy elders, 
whom God then gave the 
gift of prophecy. Eldad and    

Medad were not among the 
seventy, but also prophesied. 
Joshua called Moses to stop 
Eldad and Medad, but Moses 
responded, “Are you jealous on 
my account? If only the whole 
people of the Lord were 
prophets, and the Lord  gave his 
Spirit to them all!” (Numbers 
11:29).



So Jesus calls the 
disciples, and us, to a 
more inclusive 
vision. “Whoever is not 
against us is on our 
side”...”certainly not 
lose his reward.” 

Ecumenism is fighting the 
old chestnut – some 
Catholics/other Christians 
are always tempted to 
regard each other from the 
other side of the line as 
inferior—if they think of 
them as Christians at all. 

Even the clergy 
can struggle and 
be dismissive of 
the growing 

power of the laity. Christ calls us to put aside petty 
jealousies and to respect the gifts of those who 
work in his name.

In the Church 
laypersons, serving in 
official positions, can 
often be equally jealous 
of clerical authority. 



“Stumble” could refer either 
to loss of faith or being 

drawn into sin.



Placed round a person’s neck 
and tossed into the sea, the 
millstone would carry the 
person quickly to the bottom. 
The person dragged to the 
bottom of the sea would be 
denied a proper burial—a 
terrible fate in Jewish eyes.

His point is that a 
person who causes 
such “little ones” to 
stumble will suffer a 
terrible fate at 
God’s hands—a fate 
even more terrible 
than being suddenly 
and violently 
drowned at sea.





All of the imagery used by 
Jesus could be summed up by 
our idiom, “If it costs an arm 
and a leg to resist temptation, 

it is worth it.” When we talk like that, we aren’t 
suggesting that a person literally sacrifice an arm 
or leg, but are simply using colourful language to 
make the point that resisting temptation is very, 
very important.



The image used here, by 
Jesus, is lifted directly 
from the writings of the 
Prophet Isaiah, in the 
Old Testament.

“They shall go forth, 
and look on the dead bodies of 
the men who have transgressed 
against me: for their worm shall 
not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched; and they will be 
loathsome to all mankind.”

In its original 
context, the verse 
from Isaiah warned 
that those who 
opposed God would be 
subject to a 
loathsome judgment. 
Jesus quotes that 
verse to warn that 
such judgment is still 

possible.



Christians clearly have 
no monopoly on loving 
others. And we 
can add that 
wherever there is 
true justice being practised, there is God; 
wherever there is true freedom being promoted 
or defended, there is God; wherever there is a 
person, perhaps a total stranger from another 
religion, race or culture, who acts as a true 
brother or sister to me, there is God.

Secondly, through our 
Baptism, we are called 
to work for the benefit 
of other people – it is 
our responsibility to gain 
salvation by working for 

other people, 
rather than being 
selfish.






